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Quiet on Mideast Conthe

By Don Qberdorfer and John M. Goshko '.

Washington Post Stall Wrilers

The Reagan administration continued to
say little or nothing yesterday as Israeli
forces rolled through Lebanon for the fourtn
day and the Israeli air force took out Syrian
missiles in the Bekaa valley.

With President Reagan and Secretary of

" State Alexander M. Haig Jr. in Bonn, special

U.S. emissary Philip C. Habib in Damascus’
and an increasingly worried team of Amer- -
ican policy makers meeting in the White
Hous= and State Department, the physically
divided government was reported to be in “a
listening posture,” unable to make long-range
decisions about U.S. policy. :

It was also, from the public record, unwill-
ing to call forcefully for Israel to halt its
drive. Late Tuesday the United States ve-
toed a United Nations Security Council res-
olution threatening sanctions against Israel if
it did not withdraw immediately.

Haig and his State Department spokes- .
man in Washington spoke in relatively mild
terms yesterday of U.S. “concern” about the
widening conflict while continuing to avoid
criticism of Israel or its Middle East oppo-
nents. '

The main thrust of U.S. policy, as ex-
plained by official sources, was a private dip-
lomatic effort to obtain a cease-fire as the
first step toward eventual Israeli withdrawal
with international guarantees against further
Palestinian attacks from Lebaron.

A _cease-fire “could be fairly close” an_in-
formed official said. But_US. intellizence
was expecting Israel to seck to_improve its

position, especially to take control ¢f the im-
portant _Beirut-to-Darmascus road, before
agreeing to stop.

At @ press conference yesterday Moshe
Arens, Israel’s arthassador to the United
States, said his country’s objective continued
to be to remove Palesting Liheration Organ-
ization artiliecy and rockets from the range
f Toraoli towns and settlements.
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At the White House, the administration’s
senior crisis managemant committee, headed

by Vice President Bush, raet twice during
the day to assess a torrer!. of intelligence and
diplomatic assessmenfs. Afiec a briefing by

-

the Central Intelligence Agency on some of

the same information, members of the Sen-
ate Intellivence Committee said they feared

a “much wider conflict” if present trends
continued. . ‘

“Among the most serious considerations
were the following: -

o The potential for a military showdown
of expanding proportions between Syrin and
Tsracl. U.S. officials tended to discount re-
ports of Israeli bombing raids near Damas-
cus, but said a Syrian decision to send still
more troops to Lebanon could cause Israel to
bomb Syria. Such a chain of developments
could bring escalation all around.

o The position of the Soviet Union, which
is Syria’s superpower sponsor and has broad

. interests in the Middle East. As of list eve-
ning, theie were no signs of the Soviets rush-
ing emergency supplies of weapons, ammu-
nition or other aid to Syria, nor was thewe
any indication of unusual Soviet troop move-
ments, according to officials.

Nevertheless, Israel’s destruction of Sovi-
et-supplied surface-to-air missiles and ad-
vanced jet fighters was thought to place

Moscow on the spot. Developments yester--

day, therefore, scemad to increase the pos-
sibility of Soviet gestures or actions in sup-
port of Syria.

e The possibility of involvement by other
Islamic countries, There were some indica-
tions that Iran’s militant government, which
has called for a united front against Israel,
was preparing to send a substantial number
of volunteers to Lebanon through Syria.
While it is unlikely that such treops would
affect the course of the war, such support
could have important politieal impact ir the
Arab world.

Many Arab governments have no love for

Syria despite theit official statements of sol-
idarity. There is doubt that most of them
wianld oa hotvand rhotarical cinnart in the
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